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Meth: Comprehensive Community Responses to Methamphetamine

Methamphetamine:
America’s Leading Drug
Problem

In recent years, methamphetamine, a
highly addictive, easy to manufacture
stimulant, has become one of the most
destructive illicit drugs in the United
States. According to a survey conducted
by the National Association of Counties
that was released on July 6, 2005, most
sheriffs’ departments indicate that
methamphetamine abuse is the lead-
ing drug problem affecting local law
enforcement agencies.

Because of the nature of clandestine meth
labs, an effective response to meth re-
quires a comprehensive and coordinated
effort across an unusual array of sectors
including elected officials, first responders,
law enforcement, courts, prosecutors,
corrections, prevention, treatment, envi-
ronmental clean up, public health, child
protection, education, media, and commu-
nity organizations. Meth labs are not de-
fined or restricted to specific neighbor-

hoods in communities. They are mobile and they
are highly toxic. Many of the problems associated
with meth are new and require new relationships
and new protocols for local, state, and federal
agencies. Communities and states need access
to cutting-edge information, training, and effec-
tive practices about strategies to fight this many-
headed monster.

How SAI Can Help

Experts in the field of methamphetamine,
Strategic Applications International (SAl) offers
seamless integration of a wide range of social,
behavioral, educational, and security concerns for
public and private agencies, organizations, and
companies who need to establish programs in
crime, violence, substance abuse, or education or
wish to expand their capacity to involve new
constituencies, improve outcomes, or address
evolving issues.

SAl’s mission is to pursue great ideas, promote
action, and effect change with demonstrated
results. This mission reflects the principals’
commitment to the highest quality of program
development, implementation, and evaluation
whether designing a violence prevention strategy
for a small community codlition, developing a
global workplace substance abuse prevention
strategy for a multinational company or revamping
educational systems in the United States or
abroad.

Two of SAl’s prin-
cipals, James Cop-
ple and Colleen
Copple, are con-
tent experts in the
area of compre-
hensive planning
for methamphetamine. Over the last several
years, the Copples, in cooperation with the
DEA, SAMHSA, and the COPS Office, have
been instrumental in the planning, development,
and facilitation of more than 15 Meth Summits
throughout the country. In addition to their
work on the Summits, Mr. Copple led Project
Freedom, a coalition in Wichita, Kansas that
dealt directly with the issues of crime, violence,
and substance abuse, during a time when the
DEA confiscated its single largest cache of meth,
which was found in Goddard County, Kansas.
Additionally, Mrs. Copple wrote the first major
grant to develop a comprehensive strategy to
combat methamphetamine in Salt Lake City,
Utah. She received grant funding from the Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance and the Office of
Community Oriented Policing to help Salt Lake
City deal with its meth problems. In their
work, the Copples have positively affected meth
policy in numerous states. SAI principals
have facilitated meth summits in 15 sites,
most of which were statewide, in an effort
to help those jurisdictions develop effec-
tive solutions to their meth problems.

STRATEGIC APPLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL, LL.C

6526 10th Street
Alexandria, VA 22307

Phone/Fax: 703.717.0850
Website: www.sai-dc.com
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