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Triage from Drug Exposed 
Setting to medical care: 

Level 1 
  or 

Level  2 

LAW ENFORCEMENT CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES  LEVEL 2 
Children found living in a 

drug endangered 
environment 

Provide Field Card 
Information to:         
DCFS/ Medical 

 
Field Card 

1. Include chemicals/drugs   
    present or child access 
2.  Photographs of living    
    conditions and evidence 
3. Copy to DCFS 
4. Copy to Medical   
5. Submit data to EPIC,       
     Versidex and to all  
     applicable databases. 

 Level 1  
Refer to National Protocol for 
children found in drug labs. 

Transport to Emergency Dept. 
Immediately via EMS 

Shelter Care  
1. Identify as DEC child 
       in SAFE Data system 
2. Intake 
3. Nursing assessment  
4. Medical tracking  

Foster Care 
1. Identify as DEC child in 
      SAFE Data System 

MEDICAL EVALUATION     
within 5 days 

1.  Perform a Comprehensive Medical Evaluation 
2. Lab testing based on scene exposure (UA if within   
    12 hours)  
3. Developmental screening with referral for a full        

evaluation as needed 
4. Mental health screen / therapy referral 
5. Dental referral 
6  Referral to private health care provider  

PLACEMENT 
 per DCFS 
Evaluation 

Medical Follow-Up 
1. Repeat medical evaluation in 30 days, 6 

months and 1 year. 
2. Follow up developmental evaluations as 

needed based on the initial screening and/or 
evaluation. 

3. Follow up mental health interventions and 
assessments as needed. 

4. Any specialty referrals (sex abuse exam; ENT; 
Cardiac, dermatology etc.) 

Repeat medical evaluations within 30 days, 6 mos, 1 year 
 Follow up on health, developmental and mental health assessment recommendations 

Follow-up 

LEVEL 2 Best Practice Guidelines For Medical Evaluations Of Children Found in Drug Exposed Settings 

Conduct Forensic Interview 
jointly with CPS 

 
DCFS/CPS 

1. Identify all siblings and  
   obtain tracking information 
2. Gather medical history 
3. Give Shelter report (reason)    

and Child Abuse /Neglect 
Report information to 
medical providers.  

4. Conduct forensic interview  
with Law Enforcement 

5. Update Databases 


